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WILLIAM PLUMER, Eſqʒ 


Of BL AEK ES WAR E, 


| AND 
CHaRrLEs GoRE, Eſqʒ 
Of TI No, wy 


Knights of the wire for the County 


of HregTroRD, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Know not how 9 4 Cuſtoni 
could ever obtain among Perſons 


of any judgment, but it has been 


uſual, when a Writer intends to Dedi- 
care his Work to any One, to ſhew 
his Patron, before-hand, what hand- 
ſome Things he has ſaid of Him, and 


to aſk his Leave for publiſping Them. 


Tho' this Method has had the Sanc- 
tion of long Practice, it never was 
authorized by Common Senſe, For, if 

Ag the 
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DEDICATION. 


the Writer intends to do any Sort of 
Juſtice to the Character of his Patron, 
one of the moſt amiable Parts of any 
Gentleman's Character is, Modeſiy; 
and the larger Share he has of that 
Quality, the more he will be diſin- 
clin'd to acknowledge, even in pri- 
vate, His Title to any other Perfection. 
But, when any Gentleman's Conduct 
is propos'd as a Pattern for the reſt to 
Copy after, it carries too much of the 
Appearance of a Reproach, for a Per- 
ſon of good Breeding and good Wa- | 
ture to countenance, by giving his | 
Conſent to it. This, Gentlemen, is 
one of my principal Reaſons for not | 
acquainting.you with my Deſign. I 
do intend to propoſe your Examples to 
publick Imitation ; and I heartily wiſh, | 
that you Were true Repreſentatives of | 
all the Gentlemen in the County. That | 
x | IS, 


DEDqICATEIO M. 


is, I wiſh that, at a Time when Re- 
ligion and Virtue ſtand fo much in 
Need of the Influence of Perſons of 
your Fortunes, all the Rich Men in the 
County would be as regular and or- 
derly in their Families; as conſtantly 


attend the public? Worſhip, and be- 


have there with the ſame Decency and 
Reverence; that all of them were as 
ſober and virtuous ; as benevolent in 
their Diſpoſition, and as affable in 
their Deportment. I mean to caſt no 
Reflections upon any Gentleman; but 
nome of them can take it as any Reflec- 


tion, if I obſerve, that this is not the 


general State of our own, or of any 
other County in the Kingdom. If it 
were, we ſhould not have ſo much 
Occaſion for a Publick Faſt, to depre- 
cate the Anger of the Almighty for 
our Mational I/ickedneſs. But this, 


DEDICATION. 
however ſeaſonable, is a Subject too 
diſagreeable to you for me to dwell any 
longer upon. | 

But, Gentlemen, you muſt bear with 
me, while I juſt mention another Thing 
that relates to myſelf only. As I have 
this publick Opportunity, I cannot be 
ſo Self-denying, as not to do myſelf 
the Honour of letting the World know, 


that Two Gentlemen of your Charac. 


ters, and ſo well acquainted with mine, 
are Two of the kindeſt Friends that I 
have, or ever had (except the late excel- 
lent and amiable Mr. Hale); and to 
give myſelf the Pleaſure publickly to ex- 
preſs the great Eſteem and Gratitude 
with which I am, and ever ſhall be, 
while I retain my Senſes, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
W. WEBSTER. 


H 
PR EFA UE. 1 


Make no Apology for the Publica- 
tion of this Sermon. Our common ; 
Danger is a ſufficient Excuſe for an þ 
Attempt to do Something towards our | 
common Safety, If I beſpeak the Can- 
dour of the Publick, it ſhall be only for 
the many Defects of the Performance. 
It has pleaſed the Divine Goodneſs /ate- | 
ly to vifit me with a Fit of the Pally ; 1 
and the ſevere Diſcipline, neceſſary on | 
ſuch am Occaſion, has impaired the ſmall 
Remains of Strength and Vivacity, 
which a long Life of Fatigue and V ex- 
ation had left me. But if, for this 
Reaſon, ne 9 Per formance be defettive in 4 
other 


PREFAGCH; 


other Reſpefts, I hope it has received 
fJome Advantage in reſpect to Piety, and 
Sincerity, which is the natural Effect of 
Aiſtliction. As to the Fuſtneſs and Sea- 
Sonablenes of the Sentiments and Obſer- 
vations, I venture to anſwer for them, 
Such as the Sermon is, I recommend it 
to the kind Acceptance and attentive | 
Peruſal of the Reader, and to the Di- 
vine Beucdiction for Szcceſs. It can- 
not, I am ſure, do ſo much Good as I 
ſincerely could wiſh, but if it does any, 
I ſhall be more than Recompenced for 
my Trouble in Writing it. 


ISAIAH xxvi. 9. 


When thy Fudgments are in the 
Earth, AT Inhabitants of the I, orld 
will learn Righteouſneſs, 


T is implied in the Nature of Judoments, 

1 that they are Calamities. And that the 
Prophet here ſpeaks of public Calami- 

ties, is evident from the Expreſſions which he 
makes Ule of; he ſays, when God's Judg- 
ments are in the World, the Inhabitants of 
the Earth will learn Righteouſneſs. If ever 


God's Judgments were in the World, if ever 
the Inhabitants of the Earth had Reaſon to 


learn Righteouſneſs, they have now Reaſons 
as ſtrong and cogent as can well-be imagined. 
The Call upon Mankind to repent, is loud 
and ftrong. God grant that our Repentance 


may be as ſincere and hearty. The Piety of 
his Majeſty has appointed a General Faf?, on 


Occaſion of as public and ſevere Viſitations 
as ever his Anger inflicted upon a ſinful World. 
Calamities inflicted, not upon a particular 
Nerghhourhood, nor upon a particular Nation 
only, 
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only, but upon almoſt / Parts of the World; 


Calamities of various Kinds; and ſome of 
them of ſo ſhocking a Nature, that Humanzty 
cannot read the Accounts of them without 
Tears of Compaſſion for our ſuffering Fellow- 
Creatures ; ſo very awakening, that no ſerious 
Chriſtian can read it without trembling for 
his own Safety; ſo exceedingly awful, that 
none but an hardened Infidel can be unaf- 
fected by it. Nay, I will ſuppoſe a Man to 
be as hardened in Infidelity as poſſible ; if you 
do but ſuppoſe him to retain any Share of 
rational Thought, he cannot avoid having ſome 
Concern for himſelf; for, let the Cauſe of 
theſe various Calamities be what it will, the 
ſame Cauſe which has produced them in ſo 
many Parts of the World, and in Neighbour- 


ing Countries, may produce them in cur own 


Country, and amon< ft ourſelves &. 


That 


— — - — — 


* For the Truth of this Obſervation, I appeal to zhem/elwes 
and thiir own Conduct a few Years ago, when a ſlight Earth- 
quake was felt at London. A private Swiſs Centinel pretended 
to foretel, that at ſuch a Time there would be another, and 
that a dreadful one; which put them all into ſuch a Parich, 
that they fled from the City in the utmoſt Confuſion. Now,they 
certainly were in the Right in thinking that p»/#bly ſuch an Event 
might happen, but they were not quite ſo conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves in be/iewing that it would happen, upon the Prophecy of 
an obſcure Man of no Character or Credit, when they refuſe 
to believe the Prophecies of Mo/es and the Prophets, of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, upon the Credit of Miracles. Neither was 
ſuch a Panzick, upon ſo ſlight an Occaſion, worthy of the 
boaſted Courage of an Infidel Philoſopher and Hero. But, this 

e : Inconſiſtency 
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That I may the better anſwer his Majeſty's 
pious Intention in calling us together, I ſhall 
ſhew, | 


I. That all theſe public Calamities are God's 
Fudgments, 


IT. That God's Intention in inflicting them is, 
that the Inhabitants of the Earth may learn 
Righteouſnefs. 


III. I ſhall bring theſe general Arguments 
home to ourſelves, and give ſome Inſtruc- 
tions how we are to humble ourſelves be- 
fore God, ſo as to avert thoſe Judgments 
which have befallen other Parts of the 
World, and are likely to befal zs. . 


I. I am to ſhew that all public Calamities 
are God's Judgments, not inflicted by his Per- 
miſſion only, but by his Agency, Direction or 
Commiſſion. This ſeems to be a needleſs Un- 
dertaking, becauſe it has been the received 
Senſe of all Nations and Communities, in all 


Ages, and Countries of the World. This 


1 * 


Inconſiſtency of Behaviour ſhews, that a well grounded Belief 
of Religion is the only Foundation for true Magnanimity and 
Greatneſs of Mind; and that nothing elſe can bear up a Man's 
Spirits in Times of great Danger. This was what lately gave 
the Englih Proteſlants at Liſbon ſuch Preſence of Mind 
and Compoſure, when every Thing ſeemed to threaten them 
with the near Approach of the Day of Judgment. 


B 2 has 
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has been the Foundation of their Addreſſes 
to the Deity in Times of public Diſtreſs. 
This has been the Practice, not only in the 
Caſes of national Calamities, but of ever 

ſeſſer Community. When they have been 
viſited with Calamities of any Sort, that have 
ſpread themſelves, or were likely to ſpread 
themſelyes, thro a Neighbourhood, the 
People have immediately looked up to God as 
the original Author of them. But, as I ap- 
prehend, a great many uſeful Obſervations 
may be made upon the Subject of God's Judg- 
ments, and his Manner of inflicting them, and 
therefore I ſhall crave your patient Atten- 
tion while I enlarge a little upon it. 

The omnipotent God, the Origin of all 
Power, if he has a Mind to deſtroy, or diſ- 
treſs any Body of Men, could as cafily do it 
by 4;7g it to be done, as at firſt He ſpoke 
the World into Being, without the Uſe of any 
Means at all. But, this has not been His 
Method of Governing the World. He has 
created every Thing for his own Glory and 
Uſe. All the Elements have been employed 
as his Inſtruments in puniſhing Mankind for 
their Wickedneſs, If we believe the Scrip- 
tures, they are expreſs as to every Particular. 
The Pſalmiſt aſſures us, that Winds and Storms 
obey his Word. That He ſends ſeaſonable 
Wer to make the Earth fr4:7ful, and that, 
by withholding them, He maketh a Land 
barren for the Wickedneſs of them that dabell 


therein, 


[5h 

therein. By the Infection of the Air the 
Peſt lence walketh in Darkneſs, and the Sick 
neſs deſtroyeth at Noon Day. That lofty Writer, 
Job, gives ſuch a magnificent Account of 
God's Power in the Direction of the Elements, 
that every attentive Reader muſt be in the 
Condition of the affecting Writer; Ch. xxxvii, 
1, fays he, at this alſo my Heart trembleth, and 
is moved ; out 'of bis Place. I ſhall tranſcribe 
a few out of-a great Variety of Paſlages, 
Ver. 2. Hear attentively the Noiſe of his 
“ Voice, and the Sound that goeth out of 
* his Mouth. Ver. 3. He directeth it under 
<« the whole Heaven, and his Lightning unto 
« the Ends of the Earth. Ver. 4. After it 
« A Voice roareth: He thundereth with the 
« Voice of his Excellency; and, Ver. ;. 
«© God thundereth marvelouſly with his Voice; 
e great Things doth He which we cannot 
“ comprehend, Ver. 6, For, He faith to 
ce the Snow, be thou on the Earth, likewiſe 
©. to the ſmall Rain, and to the great Rain 
ce of his Strength. 

e Again, Ver. 9. Out of the South 
« cometh the Whirlwind; and Cold out of 
« the North. Ver. 10. By the Breath of 
6 God Froſt is given; and the Breadth of 
ce the Waters is ſtraitened. And at the 12th 
« Ver. He tells us, that, it is turned round a- 
&« bout by His Counſels ; that they may do what 
ſoever He commandeth them upon the Face 
* of the World in the Earth, Ver. 13. He 


* cauſeth 


* 

caulſeth it to come, whether for Cox RET IO 
« of His Land, or for ME RCV.“ I 

Thus far, to a ſober Believer, the Account 
mult needs be ſatisfactory. But, if we mean 
to do Jnſtice to this Argument, it muſt be car- 
ried {till farther, We muſt not confider theſe 
Inſtruments as Agents, whoſe Agency 1s over- 
ruled and directed by God; for, properly 
ſpeaking, they have no more to do in the Ope- 
rations which are the Means of infficting Ca- 
lamities upon Mankind, than the Rod in the 
Hands of a Parent can be ſaid to correct the 
Child. The Rod is only a paſſive Inſtrument 
of Correction, the Hand of the Parent, 
which uſes it, is the only Agent in the Caſe. 
All the Elements are as incapable of Acfion as 
the. innocent Rod: They can no more give 
Motion to themſelves, or act upon any Thing 
elſe, than they could at firſt have given Ex- 
iſtence to themſelves. Philgſophers have intro- 
duced an improper Language, which is grown 
into ſuch an eſtabliſhed Faſhion, that many 
well meaning Perſons have received it for 
Divinity. They have talked of the Laws of 
Nature, and the Laws of Matter and Motion, 
as if they were ſome active Principle ſeparate 
from the God of Nature; and into theſe the 
| Tnfidels would fain reſolve the dreadful Appear- 
ances, which have lately laid waſte ſo many 
opulent Cities, and done ſo much Miſchief in 
many Parts of the Earth. Now, in the firſt 
Place, I might-ſafely defy the whole Herd of 
WALLY Infidels 


E 
_ Tifidels to account for all theſe Appearances, by 
what they call the Laws of Nature, any more 
than they can account for Altraction, Gravi- 
tation, Vegetation, or Nutrition, even ſuppofing 
Matter to have any ſuch inberent Principle of 
Action as they would fain give it, in order to 
avoid the Acknowledgement- of a God who 


governs the World. But, it happens unfor- 


tunately for their Scheme, that all their Opera- 
tions directly prove a God in the ſame Manner 
that Miracles do, becauſe they could not poſ- 
ſibly be produced without Him. Nature, in 
their Mouths, is a mere Cant Word, and, 1s 
no more capable of performing any Operation 
than Chance was able to create the World. All 
the Elements are material Subſtances ; and a/l 
Matter, as ſuch, is a dead, unactive Thing, 
abſolutely incapable of doing any Thing. I 
would ſpeak of the Power of the Deity with 


the utmoſt Reverence, bur there can be no 


Irreverence in ſaying that Omnrpotence, itſelf, 


cannot make Matter capable of Action, be- 
cauſe He has already made it unactive in its 
Nature, and no Power is capable of makin 

Contradictions to be true. The eftabl:iſhed Laws 
of Nature, uſually ſo called, are nothing 


more than God's uſual Method of acting upon 


Matter. At ſuch a Time of the Year, in 
ſuch a Part of the World, He «/ually pro- 


duces thoſe Effects which are attributed to 


Heat; in another Part He ꝝſually produces all 


thoſe Effects which are attributed to Co]; 


but 
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181 
but all theſe are the Effects of God's Power 
operating upon the Elements; and, whenever 
it becomes neceſſary to the Purpoſes of his 
Providence, He can alter the Climates, and 
Seaſons. That is, He can produce thoſe 
Effects at one Time of the Year, or in one Part 
of the World, which in the ordinary Courſe 
of his Providence He has produced in another. 
This has lately been exemplified, in too con- 
vincing a Manner. For God has produced 
thoſe dreadful Effects in the coldeſt Climates 
which have v/ually been effected in hot Ones; 
and from under the Waters have iſſued the fame 
Emotions which have zſually been generated 
in the Bowels of the Earth. This brings to 
my Mind the Obſervation of a very ſenſible 
pious Perſon upon this Occaſion, viz. that if 
we could ſee into the Caverns of the Deep, or the 
Bowels of the Earth, we ſhould ſee ſomething 
very extraordinary; meaning, no Doubt, ſome- 
thing that produced theſe extraordinary Effects; 
No, nothing. There is ſometbing very extraor- 
dinary, indeed, but it is ſomething that no 
Eye can ſee, no finite Underſtanding, can com- 
prehend. He would ſee nothing but dead, 
inactive Matter; but there, and every where 
elſe, is the inviſible, ever active, all powerful 
Creator, who puts in Motion every Particle of 
all the Elements, when, and in what Manner 
He pleaſes, and thus makes them the 17/ru- 
ments of his Vengance. The fame Reaſon- 
ing holds with Regard to Comets, and all other 
SOV. Bodies 


* 
Bodies whatſoever. In Support of my. Senti- 
ments J ſhall quote the Authority of a moſt 
eminent Chriſtian Philoſopher, and one of the 
beſt Writers of the Age L. His (God Al- 
mighty's) Power is always working near us, 
« round us, within us, in every Part of us. 
c And this we may be aſſured of, if Demon- 
« ſiration is to be relied on. In thoſe fright- 
ce ful Things, Storms and Tempeſts, thoſe 
« which look likeſt the Want of Government 
« in the World, Earthquakes, Volcano's, &c. 
« 'This Truth lets us ſee the God of Nature, 
« wiſely, knowingly, for the beſt Purpoſes, 
ce puſhing, ordering every Particle and every 
« Atom. Wiſdom and Knowledge perſide 
« even there; and all will be well. He hath 
«© not given the Reins of the World out of 
« his. Hands; nor planted the Laws by which 
c it is to be governed, in Brute Matter, To 
« ſay, He hath lodged in Matter certain 
„Powers, whereby Events are to be effected 
e and directed, is but one Degree removed 
« from Epicurean Neceſſity; and, to ſay, He 
« only ſuperintends the Execution of theſe, 
tho it may ſeem more pious, is ſcarce bet- 
{© ter Phlioſophy. For, beſides the Impoſ- 
« ſibility of planting Powers in Matter in- 
« conſiſtent with the Nature and Eſſeuce of 
ec it, a Being who, by the Excellency of his 
« Nature is neceſſarily every where preſent, 


An Enquiry into the Nature of the Human Soul, Prin- 
ted for A. Millar in the Strand. Vol. I. P. 99. | 
C « All. 


L103. 
0 All-knaxing and Almighty, doth not want 
ce to be relieved of any Part of the Taſk. Such 
% Philolophy ſuits only Lucian's Deities,” 
There is another Paſſage at P. 140, ſo much to 
my Purpoſe, that I muſt take Leave to tranſ- 
cribe it. We ought not to aſcribe the Ope- 
* rations of his Power and Wiſdom to any 
* Cauſe befides himſelf, which we do when 
© we aſcribe to Matter, Virtues and Activities 
« which we know not how it got. This 
« tends to leſſen our Reſpect to Him, or 
« make us imagine that He may be abſent 
c while this Vicegerent of his Power per- 
c forms all; till we incline to think that 
« theſe Activities may be proper, and /. 
fential to Matter ; which hath been a grea- 
e ter Hindrance to our Dependence on the 
« Deity, and Regard for Him, than any other 
« Notion that ever prevailed in the World, 
« Se. Our Error in this Caſe ſeems to be a 
« Fear of opprefling the Deity with the 
« Multiphc:ty, or Diverſity of Things to be 
« done; or that theſe Things are too mean for 
« Him to be concerned in; but true Philo- 
*« ſophy acquaints us better with the Nature 
« of an infinitely perfect Being.“ I have 
been the longer upon this Head, in order to 
obviate the Cavils of induſtrious Infide/ity, and 
to correct the Miſtakes of honeſt Minds, who 
may not have had the „ of 
thoroughly conſidering this Matter. I muſt 


* 


now mention the other known Means which 
8 the 
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the Great Governor of the World has made 
uſe of when He has thought fit to inflict 
temporal Calamities upon /nful Nations, tho 
I ſhall have neither Time, nor Occaſion, to 
inlarge ſo much upon them. 

II. From dead, unactive Matter, we rife, in 
the Gradation, to Animal Life, to the nume- 
rous Tribes of Inſects which God has em- 
ployed in the Execution of his Wrath, Theſe 
have ſpontaneous Motion, and may be conſidered 
as Agents; but they are as ignorant of the 
Miſchief which they do when they conſume 
the Fruits of the Earth, as the 7nanimated 
Rod is ignorant of the Pain which it is made 
the Inſtrument of giving. For Want of In- 
tellectual Faculties they are incapable of any 
Intention to hurt any particular Nation. They 
run to and fro in the Earth, and wherever they 
come, they devour and deſtroy, in Conſequence 
of their Nature; but, they no more come by 
Accident, than by any concerted Scheme of 
their own. Their ignorant Agency is directed 
by the Wiſdom of the over-ruling Governor 
of the World. For which Reaſon they are 
ſtiled in Scripture God's Hoſts, and God's Ar- 
mies; and God is ſaid to ſend them, to com- 
mand them to go; to chaſtiſe a wicked and 
rebellious People. The Scripture Hiſtory 
gives ſuch frequent and particular Accounts 
of this Method of God's Procedure in the 
Puniſhment of Nations, that it would be te- 

0:4 „„ 
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dious Impertinence to take up your 'Time with 
Quotations. I ſhall therefore go on to the 
III. Sort of Inſtruments, which are Men. 
Theſe Inſtruments, are not only Agents, but, 
having Intellectual Faculties, they act by De- 
ſign. They both know and intend the Miſ- 
chiefs they do. But, one main Thing they 
are altogether ignorant of, viz. that they 
are cverled and directed by God; and, while 
they are gratifying their own vicious Paſſions, 
they are at the ſame Time carrying on the 
Purpoſes of his Providence. God has the 
| Hearts of all Men at his Diſpoſal, and, as 
| our excellent Liturgy expreſſes it, Turns them 
| | as it ſeemeth beſt to his heavenly Wiſdom. Thus 
| in private Life God makes Uſe of the Wick- 
edneſs of Men in the Puniſhment of one a- 
nother ; and fo with regard to wicked Princes 
we are aſſured, from Facts recorded in Scrip- 
ture, that He ſerves Himſelf of their Ambi- 
tion and Cruelty to chaſtiſe other Nations. 
But, as they are only In/fruments of Puniſh- 
ment in the Hands of God, when they have 
anſwered his Purpoſes, he has uſually deſtroy d 
them. Thus the Egyptians were made the 
Inſtruments of punithing the Maelites, and. 
we know their Fate. They were deſtroyed | 
themſelves for their Crue/ty. God was pleaſed 
to make the ſame Uſe of the Babylonians; 
and, afterwards, for the ſame Reaſons, made 
Uſſe of the Medes to bring about therr De- 
ſtruction. As theſe are two very remarkable 
Caſes, 
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Caſes, it may be proper to turn to them. 
The Propheſy of the Deſtruction of the 
Egyptians by the Babylonians is written in the 


46th Chapter of Jeremiab, and is extremely 


well worth your Reading ; but, it is written 
in a Style ſo terribly Majeſtich, that it is im- 
poſſible for you to read it without trembling. 
But the 1oth and 25th Verſes inform us, 
that their Deſtruction was from the Lord 
God Almighty. Ver. 10. This is the Day of 
the Lord Gd of Hoſts, a Day of Vengeance, 
that He may avenge Him of his Adverſaries. 
And at Verſe 25. The Lord God of Hoſis, the 
God of ISRAEL, ſaith, Behold T WILL puniſh 
the Multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, 
and I will deliver them into the Hands of thoſe 
who ſeek their Lives. With the ſame Dignity 
and Majeſty of Style 1ſazah ſets forth the 
Deſtruction of Babylon by God, in the 47th 
Chapter; and aſſigns the Reaſon why the 
Jews were delivered into their Hands as Cap- 
tives, and why the Babylonians were puniſhed. 
Ver. 4. As for our Redeemer, the Lord of 
Hoſts is his Name, the Holy One of Iſrael. 5. 


Set thou filent, and get thee into Darkneſs, O 


Daughter of the Chaldeans, for thou ſhalt no 
more be called the Lady of Kingdoms. 6. J 
was Wrath with my People; I have polluted 
my - Inheritance, and given them into thine 
Hand; thou didjt ſhew them no Mercy, &c. 
Ver. 11. Therefore ſhall Evil come upon. thee, 
On this Occafion we may juſtly take up the 

| rapturous 
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rapturous Exclamation of the Apoſtle ; Horo 
#nſearchable are the Methods of Divine Provi- 
dence, and his Ways paſs finding out ! 

IV. All the Inſtruments of the Divine Ven- 


geance, Which I have hitherto mentioned, are 


upon Earth; the laſt are in Heaven; where 
they conſtantly attend before the Throne of 
God, ready to execute his Orders: Theſe 
are as much more powerful, as they are more 
excellent in their Nature; and act, not as 
Men do, from themſeFves, but by a ſpecial 
Commiſſion from God. They know why the 
Judgments which they inflict are ſent. That 
the holy Angels have been employed in the 
Puniſhment of ſinful Men, is as certain, as 
that the Word of God is true; and we have 
abundant Reaſon to believe, that they arc 


till employed for the fame angry Purpoſes, 


as well as to protect and comfort good Men. 
But, as they are inviſible in their Nature, their 
Operations are ſo too. If God wanted Inſtru- 
ments, and thought fit to employ them, He 
has likewiſe all the Powers of Darkneſs at his 
Command. It is my Opinion, that wherever 
Chriſtianity prevails, they have no Power over 
human Bodies, or over any of the Elements, and 
that God never gives them any Commiſſion to af- 
flict Chriſtians in the Manner that He commiſſion- 


e the Devil to afflict Job. The Argument lies 


in a little Compaſs, and is unanſwerable. All 
material Bodies being unactive in their Nature, 


whenever we ſee them in Motion, we are 


certain 


28 
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certain that they are actuated by ſome imma- 
terial Being. This muſt be either God, or a 
Creature. But it is the higheſt Abſurdity to 
ſuppoſe that the Creator would grant any 
Power to a Creature, independent of Himſelf. 
It is impoflible that He ſhould do it. For, 
that would be making the Creature to be 
God. But whatever the natural Powers of good 
or bad Spitits may be; this, however, we 
know molt aſſuredly, that neither of them are 
ever ſuffered to inflict Calamities upon Man- 
kind without a Commiſſion from Gd. 

Here it may not be 4mproper to pauſe a 
little, and reflect upon the amazing Perfec- 
tions of the Deity. If Job's Heart moved out 
of its Place when he confidered God's Power 
over the Elements, how muſt ours Jail us for 
Fear when we conſider him as directing and 
governing, not only all the Elements, and 
every Creature upon our Earth, but all the 


heavenly Bodies, all the heavenly Hoſt, all the 


evil Spirits, all the Creatures of more Worlds 
than our Imaginations can conceive; when 
we conſider Him as preſent with them all at all 
Times; preſerving them in Being; ſuſtaining 
them 35 Uſe of all their bob ors 
and Faculties ; co-operating with them ; and 
over-ruling them whenever, and in what 


Manner, he'pleafes. And yet, ſuch an in- 


comprehenſible, ſuch an amaging Being there 
muſt be, or elſe nothing, no not any of 
our Infidels ever could have exiſted, or could 


Jubfie 
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fubſt one Moment. What a ſolid Foundation 


is this of Comfort to a good Man, and of 
Confuſion to the Micted, in a Time of Diſ- 


treſs or of Danger ! But to proceed. 


From the whole of what has been faid, I 
think, it appears very plainly that we of this 
Nation can have no Security againſt the Judg- 
ments of God, either from the Situation of 
our Country, or the Nature of: our Climate; 
but that our only Security muſt lie in making 
a Friend of the Almighty. We are an fand] 
it is true, which has a natural Advantage in it, 
in Reſpect to foreign Inugſions; our Climate is 
temperate ; our Country produces 'more ' of 
the Neceſſaries of Life than any other Coun- 
try in the known World ; and theſe, proper- 


ly improved, are the Riches of a Nation, as our 


Fleets are our great Bulwark; but, what are all 
theſe, what are all other Advantages, againſt 
incenſed Omnipotence ? God's infinite Knowledge 
andWiſdom can find out proper Ways of puni//- 
ing us, and His infinite Ho/ineſs makes Him 
fo jealous of the Honour of his Laws, that He 
will not ſuffer any national Violation of them 
to go unpuniſhed, even in this World, Would 
we, therefore, be ſafe from the Dangers that 
threaten us? We muſt, from God's Judg- 


ments that are in the World, learn Righteou/- 


zeſs. This naturally leads me to the ſecond 
Head of my Diſcourſe. J have laid before you 
the ſeveral #nown Methods of God's inflicting 
E095 30 Seared Lis pPyuublick 


[ I 7 7 ] | 
publick Calamities. We are next to conſider 
the Defgn of them.  _| 


II. The Deſign of God's ' Judgments is 
The fr Deſign of publick Calamities is, the 
Puniſhment of publick Vices, and thereby the 
publick Vindication of the Honour of God's 
Laws. The next World, will be the proper. 
Time and Place for an exact Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, to every parti- 
cular Perſon according to his Works; but 
in the mean while God 021] ſhew, that He 
governs the World, and that He is a Righte- 
ous Governor, by making a Diſtinction be- 
tween wicked, and pious and virtucus Nations; 
which can only be done in their national 
Capacity. This has always been the Senſe of 
all Mankind who believed a God. This is a- 
greeable to the whole Tenor of Scripture, and 
to the Hiſtory of God's publick Diſpenſations, 
as we find it in the Bible. Inſomuch, that 
I do not recollect, that there is upon that 
ſacred Record a ſingle Inſtance of a wicked 
People who have not been viſited with ſome 
publick Calamity, as a Puniſhment of their Wick- 
edneſs, tho the wickede/? Nations may be long 
ſpared, either as the greateſt Puniſhment that 
God can inflict upon them by ſuffering them 
to fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, and 
| ſo become ripe for total Deſtruction; or, be- 
cauſe God intends to make uſe of them as 

96 34 ons Scourges 
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Scourges to correct other Nations. Both theſe 
Caſes, we are aſſured from God's Word, have 


been verified in Variety of Inſtances; and, I verily 


believe, il be once more verified in a certain 


ambitious, ſubtle, deceitful, and power ful Prince 


now living, and living a good deal too near us for 
our Quiet and Security. It is the ſame with 


Regard to pious and virtuous Nations. God does 


not ſuffer them to be totally deſtroyed, as a Na- 
tion, by any wicked Prince, tho' He may in- 
flict Judgments upon them by way of Cor- 
rection, in order to reform them. It is with 
Reſpect to Nations, as it is in the Caſe of 
private Perſons. A Child, for Inſtance, may 
ſtand in Need of Correction, and it may be 
conſiſtent with the 7rueft paternal Indulgence to 
chaſtiſe it, when it would be an Act of the 
moſt unnatural Cruelty to abandon it while 
there are reaſonable Hopes of reclaiming it by 
proper Diſcipline. Thus it may be with Re- 
ſpect to any wicked Nation; it may be an 
Act of great Mercy in God to viſit it with pub- 
Tick. Calamities, and very ſevere ones too, when 
gentler Methods will not do; but, He never 
viſits them like hardened, abandoned Rebels, 
with utter Ruin, till they have totally forſaken 
Him. The Caſe of Tudah under the Reign of 
good Fohab may ſeem to diſprove the Truth 
of my Obſervation ; but, when conſidered, it 


confirms it. He did, indeed, a great deal to- 
Wards the Reformation of a moſt wicked Peo- 


ple. By his Regal Authority He deſtroyed the 
N idolatrous 
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idolatrous Prięſis and Altars; by his abſolut? 
Power He cauſed the Paſſover to be obſerved 
and made the People outwardly to renew the 
Covenant; but the Minds and Morals of the 
Nation in general were ſo thoroughly debauch- 
ed by his Predeceſſor, Manaſſeh, that he could 
not cure them of their inward Proneneſs to 
Idolatry, and of their habitual vicious Incli- 
nations. They rather complied with him in 
his Reformation out of Fear, than from any 
Affection to it; and the innocent Blood ſhed 
by the idolatrous Father, of which the Bulk 
of the Poeple probably approved, was unpar- 
donable ; and ſo they fell under an irreverſible 
Sentence of Deſtruction : Yet to ſhew how 
acceptable national Piety is to God, this A- 
tempt to bring about a Reformation induced the 
Almighty to defer the Execution of the Sen- 
_ tence during all Jabs Time. But to return 

to the Poſition which I laid down at the Be- 
ginning of this Head, viz. that all publick 
Calamities are Judgments inflicted by God as a 
Puniſhment for publick Wickedneſs, and intended 
as publick Tokens of His Anger, tho' in all 
Communities innocent Members ſuffer with the 
Guilty; and my Text is a direct Proof of 
the Truth of my Poſition... For, if Judgments, 
like the common Diſpenſations of Providence, fell 
equally upon all Nations, without any Diſcri- 
mination, how ſhould they carry any Leſſon of 
Inftruftion to the Inhabitants of the Earth, from 
whence to learn Righteouſneſs ; but, when they 
2 are 
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are conſidered as Tokens of the divine Diſplea- 
ſrire they are a Warning to others, and a Call to 
Repentance. This is the other Intention of 


God's Judgments. 
Secondly, They are not only inflicted as 
Puniſhments upon thoſe who ſuffer them, but 


that other Nations may read their own Fate, if 


they publickly incur the Diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty, or having publickly offended Him, do 
not make Haſte to reconcile themſelves to Him, 
by a publick Reformation. It does not follow 
from hence, that thoſe Nations who feel the 
heavy Wrath of God in his Judgments, are 
Sinners above all Nations, becauſe they have 


ſuffered ſuch Things; God only knows upon 


whom to ſend his Judgments, ſo as may beſt 


anſwer the Ends of his Providence; and our 


bleſſed Saviour has taken Care to prevent any 
ſuch uncharitable Conſtruction; but, at the 
ſame Time He has taught us the true Uſe 
that ought to be made of ſuch prublick Fudg- 


ments, by aſſuring us, that wnleſs we repent we 


ſhall all I:kewwiſe be viſited. This brings me to my 
third Head, by way of Concluſion, which is, 


III. To bring the Doctrine, and the pre- 
ſent afflicted State of other Nations, home to 
ourſelves, | and give you ſome Inſtructions 
concerning the Uſe we ought to make of it 
in this melancholy Juncture. In ene Reſpect 
the Nation has acted a moſt Chriſtian Part, by 
ſhewing ſo ſeaſonable a Compaſſion to our 


moſt 
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moſt noble Example, worthy the Generoſity 
of the Br:7z/h Nation; ſuch as muſt excite 
the Admiration of our Enemies, the Love of 
thoſe who feel the Benefit of it, and, we 
humbly . 5 diſpoſe the Almighty to ſhew 
Mercy to the Merciful. But, having ſhewn 
our Chriſtian Charity to others, let us not for- 
get to ſhew our Piety, by taking Warning from 
the dreadful Judgments that are in the World, 
and endeavour to avert them from ourſelves, 
by a timely and ſincere Repentance. They 
have not only reached our Neighbours, but, 
as his Majeſty obſerves in his Proclamation, 
They have been felt in ſome Degree (and I may 
add, in various Shapes) in ſeveral Parts of theſe 
Dominions. Without taking upon us to en- 
quire into the ſinful Condition of thoſe who 
have felt the Weight of the divine Ven- 
geance, it is enough for vs to know, that all 
national Calamities are divine Viſitations; that 
all national Vices, ſooner or later, will be pub- 
 /ickly wifited by God; and that what his Ma- 
ey ſays of this Nation is true, viz. That 
our manifold Sins and Wickedneſs have mot 
juſtly deſerved heavy and ſevere Puniſhments 
from the Hand of Heaven ; are not then all 
theſe Conſiderations ſufficient to awaken our 
Fears, and make us bethink ourſelves how 
we may appeaſe the Divine Wrath? If, as 
his Majeſty goes on to obſerve, the. Almigbty, 
out of his great Mercy, hath not only been our 
Defence in Times of Danger, but. hath. _ 
| Ro becle 
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tected and preferved us from imminent De- 
firuttion at this Time; unleſs we make the 
right Uſe of his Forbearance and long Suf- 
fering, our Viſitation, when it comes, will 
come with the greater Severity. We have, 
beſides the Protection and Defence of Heaven 
in Times of Danger, enjoyed a long Series 
of the greateſt Bleſſings, of all Sorts; and 
if we go on to add Ingratitude, the legiti- 
mate Offspring of Pride, to our other Sins, 
the Load of our Guilt, and the Weight of 
our Puniſhment, will be the heavier. We 
ſeem to have been, like the Jews of old, the 
choſen, the favourite People of God; and, if 
we follow their Example, in the Abuſe of 
fuch uncommon Favours, we may read the 
Conſequence in the Deſtruction of that un- 
oratefully rebellious People. Let Favour be 


ſh:wn to the Wicked (faith the Prophet in 


the Words following my Text) yet will be 
not learn Righteouſneſs. But, hear the ſolemn 
Declaration that follows; Lord, when thy 
Hand is lifted up, they will not fee, but they 
SHALL ſee, and be aſhamed. | | 
By this Time, I preſume, you are diſpoſed 
to hear a Word of Advice concerning the 
right Manner of obſerving this Time of Fal- 
ing and Humiliation. We are under the Diſ- 
pleaſure of the Almigliy; we have abundant 
Reaſon to expect ſome public Tokens of it; 
and can we entertain ſuch unworthy and blaſ- 
phemous Thoughts of the Deity, as to hope 
| tO 
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to appeaſe his Anger with Abſtinence from a 
Meals Meat, or with any Thing leſs than an 
Amendment of thoſe Vices which have pro- 
voked Him to threaten us? Any Man of com- 
mon Senſe would think it an Indignity offered 
to his Underfianding to have ſuch Folly and 
Weakneſs aſcribed to him, as to imagine him 
capable of forgiving the greateſt Affronts and 
Injuries, only for one formal Acknowledg- 
ment of our Faults, without ſtudying to 
make Satisfaction by a better Behaviour ? To 
expect his Frienaſbip upon one cold Applica- 
tion to Him,” when we take no Care to ren- 
der ourſelves worthy of his Kindneſs, by the 
Tenor of our Behaviour to him? If, upon 
this Occafion you come to Church, out of 
Curioſity to hear what the Preacher has to 
ſay, or in the Hurry of your Fright upon the 
Proſpe& of an impending Danger, and im- 
mediately afterwards return to your Vices, 
and live as it were without God in the World, 
by never, or ſeldom, making any Application 
to him by prevate Prayer, and an Attendance 
upon public Worſhip, this occafional Appear- 
ance will be a mere Mockery, and an [nſwlt 
upon Provzdence. If we mean in good Earneſt 
to make our Peace with God, and contribute 
our Share towards averting theſe Judgments, 
which we deſerve and fear; which we fear, 
becauſe we are conſcious that we deſerve 
them; we muſt all go Home and fearch 
our Hearts, and examine our Lives with 

Sincerity, 
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Sincerity, that we may have a thorough 
Knowledge of the Number, the Nature, and 
Heinouſneſs of our Sins; and then labour. 
with the utmoſt Induſtry to rectify our vi- 
cious Inclinations, and to ſubdue our ſtubborn 
bad Habits. This is our Duty as private 
Chriſtians; this the Nation expects from us 
as Members of the Community. National 
Wickedneſs is made up of perſonal Sins, ſpread 
throughout the Kingdom, till; they become 
General; ſo that every private Member of 
the Community, by his Vices, helps to make 
us a wicked People, "and to bring down God's 
Judgments upon us; and every Member that 
is a good Chriſtian helps to avert them. 
Let every one of us humble our proud and 
wicked Hearts before our offended God, and 
provide for our own and the Nations Safety, 
by contributing whatever we can: towards a 
national Reformation. + _ 

Upon the laſt pub/ick Faſt I 8 out, from 
the Scriptures, a fair Account of the Sins for 
which God viſited other Nation's of old, and 
by comparing them with the then State of 
this Nation, ſhewed what Reaſon we had to 
expect the like Viſitations. I ſhall not re- 
peat the ſame black Catalogue. I ſhall only 


obſerve, that if other private Parts of the 


Kingdom be no better than this, the preſent 
State of it is worſe than it was. But, tho, as 
I have obſerved, private, perſonal Sins, when 
ſpread throughout the Nation ſo as to become 

general, 
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general, may conſtitute national Wickedneſs, 
yet Sins of a more public Nature do more par- 
ticularly coutribute towards it. Some of theſe, 
therefore, demand particular Notice on this 

Occaſion. 
_ Firſt, I ſhall mention Perjury, of ſeveral 
Kinds. Subornation of Perjury is a very grow- 
ing Vice, inſomuch that no Man's Property, or 
Liberty, or even Life, can be ſaid to be ſafe 
from the pernicious Effects of it. And it is a 
Vice as provoking to the Deity, as it is de- 
ſtructive of ſocial Happineſs. "IF 
Secondly, An Oath upon great Occaſions is 
abſolutely neceſſary; but, where they are 
multiplied to ſuch a Degree as they are at pre- 
ſent, it muſt unavoidably bring in a Flood of 
Perjury; for, when Men ſwear to do any 
thing which they do not know whether they 
ſhall be able to perform, or without conſider- 
ing the Nature of the Oath, they are as much 
perjured, as if they intended to break it, or ne- 
glected afterwards to perform it. I need not 
ſay what Sort of Oaths I mean. I hope thoſe 
who 7mpoſe them, as well as thoſe who fate 
them, will conſider, that thus publickly trifling 
with God as a Witneſs, and an Avenger, of 
Palſehood, is a publick Indignity that muſt 
greatly ſwell the Account of our national Wick- 
_ edneſs.. Beſides, if this Multiplication of unneceſ- 
ſary Oaths, were not an almoſt neceſſary Intro- 


duction to much Perjury, it is taking the N wy 
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of God in vain by publick Authority, which all 
Perſons, eſpecially all Legiſlators, ought ſtudi- 
oully to prevent. 

There is another Sort of Perjury, not unfre- 
quently practiſed, which very few dare to own, 
and I with none dared to commit; I mean, they 
who take the Oaths to the Government againſt 
their Inchnation and their Conſcience. 

The Neglect of pubhick Worſhip, and the 
Breach of the Sabbath, eſpecially by Perſons 
of Faſhion, are become genteel Vices. People 
of any Conſequence in civil Life would be 
aſhamed to be ſeen at Church, eſpecially at the 
Sacraments; and, if they want to go a Jour- 
ney, no Day ſo convenient and agreeable as 
the Sunday. Theſe are publick Vices in a 
double Senſe ; as they are of a public Nature, 
and committed by Perſons of the moſt conſpi- 
cuous Character x. If the Honour of God's 
Authority, as the Creator and Governor of the 


World, be not nearly concerned in the Viola- 


rion of ſuch public Ordinances as theſe, it will 
be an idle Thing ever to mention the Authority 
of God, or the Honour of his Laws; or, in- 
deed, to fay any Thing about God, as the Cre- 
ator and Governor of the World, 
Yoluptuouſneſs is another publick Vice. If 
any, Vice can be national, this is; becauſe it 


-— If any one has a Mind to ſee the Nature and Heinouſ- 


neſs of theſe Vices ſet forth at large, they may pleaſe to peruſe 


my Scripture Hiſtory of the Sabbath, and my Book upon 
Prayer and the Sacrament. 
| has 
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has ſpread itſelf thro all Ranks. Pleaſure is 
become the great Buſineſs of Life. If any 
Vice can be of pernicious Conſequence to the 
Welfare of a trad:ng Nation, this is the Vice. 
If any Vice can be offenſive to the Almighty, 
no Vice can be more ſo than this Spirit of Yo- 
[aptuouſneſs, becauſe it is utterly inconſiſtent 
with any Religious Frame and Diſpoſition of 
Mind. It is no leſs a Vice than Idolatry; and 
a worſe Sort of Idolatry than was ever prac- 
ticed by the Jeus, or the Papiſts: Together 
with their Idols, the Former paid divine Honour 
to the true God; together with the Idolatrous 
Objects of their Worſhip, the latter do not 
forget to worſhip God. But our Voluptuaries 
worſhip nothing but their Pleaſures. They 
worſhip © their Pleaſures, as we are com- 
manded to worſhip God only, with all their 
Souls, and with all their Strength. Their 
whole Heart, with all its Affections, are en- 

gaged to this Idol. And can we think that 
' the Jealouſy of God's Wrath will paſs over 
ſuch a public Departure from Him without 
doing Himfelf publicꝶ Fuftice. as 
If the Goddeſs of Pleaſure has any conſi- 
derable Rival in this Nation, it is Mammon. 
This God has his Numbers of Votaries; and 
they are all true to the Intereſt of their Maſ- 
ter. The great Bent of their Minds, and the 
main Drift of all their Schemes, ſeems to be, 
n to 7 as much of this World for themſelves 
and Families, as poſſibly they can. If they 

wy E 2 can 
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can ſerve their Maker and Redeemer, by pro- 
moting the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, conſiſt- 
ently with their Duty to their ſupreme God, 
Mammon, it is all very well; but, if the 
true God and the Idol be Competitors for their 


Service, I can pretty well tell which of the 
Candidates will have their Vote and Intereſt. 
To be very ſerious (for it is a very ſerious and 


a very melancholy Affair) ſuffer me to aſk a few 

ſhort Queſtions ; we have been ſupplicating 
the Aſſiſtance of Heaven in our Diſtreſs, but 
what Reaſon have we to expect it? What 
Reaſon have we to expect that God will con- 
cern Himſelf about our. Safety, when we have 
concerned ourſelves ſo little about his Ho- 
nour, and the Intereſt of his Religion? Or 
how can we be ſaid to have had his Honour, 
and the Intereſt of his Religion at Heart, when 


proper Encouragement and Aſſiſtance have not 


been given to thoſe who were able and willin 

to promote them? Let the Great and the 
Wealthy lay their Hand upon their Heart, and, 
if they can ſay that in general proper Encou- 
ragement and Aſſiſtance have been given to 
ſuch Perſons, I will with Shame lay my Hand 
npon my Mouth, and never offer to complain 
any more of the Times. And now, upon the 
moſt impartial View of the State of the Na- 


tion, I am fully confirmed in the Truth of 


his Mzjeſty's Obſervation, viz. That we deſerve 


the Vengeance 1 Heaven; and feel it we moſt 


undoubtedly ſhall, unleſs we prevent it by 


a national 
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a national Reformation; which, I think, is 
morally impoſſible to be effected without the 
Aſſiſtance of a very ſharp and laſting Viſita- 
. | : . | 

I ſhall conclude with a Conſideration, re- 
commended to us from the Throne, and there- 
fore worthy our Attention, but of ſuch Im- 
portance in its Nature, that it muſt needs re- 
commend itſe f to the Attention of every ſe- 
rious Perſon; upon the Succeſs of his Ma- 
jeſty's Councils, his Fleets and Armies, depends 
the Preſervation of our Religion, our Freedom, 
our Trade, our every. Thing that is dear to 
us. By the Sincerity. of our Repentance for 
our paſt Sins, by the Piety and Virtue of our 
future Behaviour, and by the Ardency of our 
Prayers, we may do ſomething (and this is 
all that we can do) towards averting the 
Judgments of God; the Earthquakes, the Tn- 
undations, the Storms and Tempeſts, that are 
in the World; but there are other Dangers as 
imminent; there are other Judgments no leſs. 
dreadful in their Conſequences, towards a- 
verting of which we may, and muft (if we 
mean to do our Duty) do ſomething more. 
We are in Danger from a, near, from a re- 
leſs, from a potent and determined Enemy; and 
therefore if we ſincerely deſire to be ſucceſs 
ful againſt his unwearied Attempts to ruin us, 
to our Piety and Virtue we muſt add our united 
Zeal to frengtben the Hands of his Majeſty, 
inſtead of fomenting private Anime/ities, and 
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honourable, and important to us as Chrr/#zans, 


30 
party Di viſſons, which cannot but weaken 
them. 

As to thoſe who d taken - Oaths to 
the Government, and yet endeavour all. they 
can privately to obſtruct the Meaſures taken 
for our Safety, by propagating Diſcontent; 
I now that there are ſuch Monſters, or elſe 
J could not believe it; however, they act 
conſiſtently with Their political Scheme, tho 
they act the moſt 7rreligious and knaviſh Part 
that can be conceived ; the moſt 7zrrel:g:ous, 
becauſe they are Guilty of the moſt iba, 
and habitual Perjury ; the moſt knavifh, be- 
cauſe they live in Hypocriſy and a Breach of 
Truſt, by ſeeming and promiſing, in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, to be Friends, while they 
are determined Enemies ; and, if they wiſh 
well to the Church of Eng land, and their 
Civil Liberties (as they would be thought to 
do) they act a mot weak Part too; for, a Po- 

ſh Prince and a Proteſtant Conſtitution are 
an abſolute Inconſiſtency. But, as for thoſe who 
do not mean to overturn the Government, and 
yet refuſe to aid the Meaſures of his Majeſty, 
I muſt look upon them as downright Idiots, 
or Maumen : I am willing, therefore, to hope 
that every one of us in our private Station 
will act at this critical Juncture, with a Zeal 
and Unanimity becoming a Cauſe ſo juſt, ſo 


as Proteſtants, as freeborn Engliſhmen, Amen. 
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